on the Temire-of-Office Bill, but that was much milder
than his declarations of the unconstitutionally as well as
impolicy of that bill.

Seward said but little, and Randall was reserved.
Perhaps there was no reason to sharpen my suspicion;
but it is evident they are not forward in the measure or in
efforts to encourage the President. The removal of Stan-
ton was undoubtedly a surprise and disappointment to
Seward, who has sustained him.

Weed has been making some more assaults on Chief
Justice Chase, accusing him of getting rich while Secre-
tary of the Treasury. I have heard these charges before.
There were some strange proceedings in granting permits,
and Chase had in Harrington and some others strange
associates; but this charge, at this time, is, I have little
doubt, in concert with Seward, who has been to Auburn
and met Weed there. I am aware of no reason to suspect
Chase of adding to his fortune after entering the Treasury.
Weed has, I know, become wealthy since 1861.

Things have taken a turn which disappoints both
Seward and Weed. Seward has thought of fishing for the
Presidency and supposes Chase one of the obstacles.
Neither of them stands any more chance of reaching the
Presidency than of being created Sultan of Turkey. After
the others had gone out, I had half an hour with the Pre-
sident, who requested me to stay. Advised him to remove
Holt with Stanton. It would be more effective and proper
to remove the two together. I looked upon both as con-
spirators, as having contributed more than any others
to the embarrassments of the Administration. They had
each a personal interest in preventing a restoration of the
Union, for, having been associated in Buchanan's Cabinet,
where one played, to say the least, an equivocal, and the
other a treacherous, game towards the South, they dread
a reconciled Union.

I suggested that the time was not inauspicious to strike
an effective blow against Radical usurpations. The delay